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is a relatively easy decision to make if the Con-
gress can be convinced that that’s where the
American people are. And I believe people of
all ages think that now we have this moment
which is once in a lifetime, maybe once in a
generation opportunity, and we ought to take
it and go with it.

So I thank you for coming, and I’m going
to start down here and go over here and shake

hands with anybody who wants to come by and
say hello.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
Dart Auditorium. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on House Action on a Proposed Republican Tax Cut
July 22, 1999

Last night the Republicans went behind
closed doors, not to strengthen Medicare and
Social Security, but to provide political cover
for their exploding tax cut. Today the Repub-
licans charged ahead and passed a plan that
threatens our ability to pay off the debt and
strengthen Social Security and Medicare. The
plain fact is that their tax plan is designed to
explode to a $3 trillion cost at the very time

that Medicare and Social Security come under
strain. It would also force deep and devastating
cuts in a broad range of domestic programs,
including education, the environment, and law
enforcement. If the Republicans send me a plan
that undermines our ability to reform Social Se-
curity and Medicare and abandons the fiscal dis-
cipline that has helped to fuel our economic
growth, I will send it straight back with a veto.

Statement on Senate Action on Proposed Hate Crimes Legislation
July 22, 1999

I am gratified that the Senate has unani-
mously passed the strong legislation I proposed
to combat hate crimes.

All Americans deserve protection from hate
crimes, and that requires us to stand together
against intolerance, prejudice, and bigotry. The
hate crimes prevention act gives power to those
values and will help make our country more
safe and secure.

Senate approval of this legislation gives it real
momentum, and I call on the House of Rep-
resentatives to meet its responsibility in com-
bating violence that is fueled by hate. We have
some distance to go before the hate crimes pre-
vention act is the law of the land, but tonight’s
action by the Senate is a big step forward in
the journey toward greater protection for all
Americans.

Statement on Signing the National Missile Defense Act of 1999
July 22, 1999

I have signed into law H.R. 4, the ‘‘National
Missile Defense Act of 1999.’’ My Administra-
tion is committed to addressing the growing
danger that rogue nations may develop and field
long-range missiles capable of delivering weap-

ons of mass destruction against the United
States and our allies.

Section 2 of this Act states that it is the policy
of the United States to deploy as soon as tech-
nologically possible an effective National Missile
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